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“Simul Justus et Peccator”      Text – Romans 6:1-14    LD 33   OT Reading – Ezekiel 36:16-38

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We described Romans 5 as the introduction to the ‘golden chain of salvation.’  
· And how delightful and almost mesmerizing it was to talk about peace with God and grace and hope and God’s love and reconciliation and the glory of eternal life that is to come.  
· And then, in the second half of the chapter we learned about the abundant life that is ours in Jesus Christ.  And that life is beautifully captured by the closing words of v21, “How much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ?    
Romans began with the gloom of man’s fallen and sinful condition, which makes him deserving of God’s wrath, but now we have seen that in Christ we are justified and assured of eternal life.  
But there is something missing in that picture isn’t there.  It doesn’t seem to take into account the argument that you and your wife had on the way to church or those few guilty mouse clicks you made yesterday or gossip about you by someone in this room that you have recently heard about that just cuts like a knife.  
And so, it could be that your cry is the cry of the believer who earnestly hopes that Paul has a little bit more to say about the here and now of the Christian life.  
· You are grateful for all that has been said about your being justified in Christ – God has declared you spotless because of the work of Jesus on the cross.  
· And you are grateful for the rich blessings that being in Christ brings to you as a child of God, including the certainty of eternal life.  
· But you sincerely hunger for some words about the Christian life, which doesn’t always look like the life of a child of God.  
But it could also be that you are among another group that Paul has especially in mind as we come to ch. 6.  You see, if you look back at 3:8, you see there that some were saying that Paul taught that believers should do evil so that good may result.  
Well, Paul never really dealt with that slanderous accusation back then.  But he does now.   It is the response of the unbeliever to what Paul has been saying in ch. 5.  For having heard all Paul has said about justification and God’s grace conquering sin, their seemingly logical but inherently wicked response is that we should sin as much as possible so that grace may increase.  
And in answering this wicked notion, Paul begins his description of the Christian life.
And he does so in a very attention-grabbing way.  
If you have even seen a courtroom drama on TV, you will know that as either one of the lawyers is examining the witness, the other lawyer often cries out, “Objection, your honour!”  And then he or she will explain why they are objecting – “ Badgering the witness” or “hearsay” or “irrelevant,” etc.  
Well, Paul casts himself in the role of a lawyer here who is proving the truth of the gospel to his readers.  But he anticipates certain objections that some from his audience or others who are listening in might raise.  And he raises their objections, of which there are three, and then answers them in an interesting and similar style.  
· Here in 6:1 it is “What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  By no means!”  
· And if you look ahead to v15, you will see the next one, “What then?  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?  By no means!”  
· And lastly, in 7:7, it is “What shall we say, then?  Is the law sin? Certainly not!”  
So as Paul begins his description of the Christian life, it is the first of these objections that we want to consider today.
And the title of this sermon is Simul Justus et Peccator.  It is a Latin phrase that means ‘at the same time justified and sinner.’  
It is a phrase that came to be very precious to Martin Luther in his debates with the theologians of his day.  
You see, to be justified means that in God’s eyes it is just-as-if-I’d never sinned.  
And Luther’s opponents argued that you could not be justified and a sinner.  For them, it stood to reason that if you were truly justified, you would no longer sin.  But they saw that in themselves and all those who professed faith in Christ sin continued.  And so, they argued that full justification was something that belonged only to heaven.  
As we have seen though, the Bible, especially here in Romans, speaks about justification as the very essence of one’s salvation.  Romans 5:1, “therefore, since we have been justified through faith…”  To be saved one has to be justified by God.  God wants us to be certain that we are His dearly loved children.  
So the problem of the sin that remains is not about justification.  Justification is a one time declaration by which God declares us righteous based on the obedience of Jesus Christ which He ‘puts in our account.’  

But because the sin that remains is real, we are Simul Justus et Peccator – at the same time justified and sinner.  

And because of what we read here in Romans 6 and other passages of the Bible, the problem of the sin that remains belongs with another part of the Holy Spirit’s work in us, which the Bible calls sanctification.  And to understand what sanctification means, we have to work our way through ch’s 6-7, which describe the sanctified life of the believer.  Very simply though, it is the life-long process by which the Holy Spirit works on the sin that remains in us by making us more and more like Jesus Christ.
OK then.  As we have already seen, in v1, Paul asks a question: If grace conquers sin, shouldn’t we sin as much as possible?  More sin – more grace!?  
And today we are simply going to trace the development of his answer through to v14.  
· So, we shall see that he gives a one line answer in v2,
· and he then explains his answer in vv3-5, 
· and he then explains the explanation to his answer in vv6-11, 
· and he lastly applies the explanation of his answer in vv12-14.
So first of all, Paul gives a one-line answer in v2.
1. The question is Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  And his answer?  “BY NO MEANS!  We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?”  And with these words, Paul is inviting his readers to reflect on what it means to have become a Christian.  
a. And congregation, even though it will take Paul the rest of ch’s 6-8 to fully explain what he says here, what he says here in v2 is not incomplete.  Its sheer simplicity is compelling: “We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” 

b. And brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, what we have to see here, is that while everything Paul has said thus far in Romans has been about our justification; about what God has done in us, now, in terms of sanctification, what Paul says is about us.  Notice, again, what he says in this verse: “We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?”  
i. Thus far, it has all been about God in Christ.  And our responsibility in connection with justification was faith – believe in Jesus.  
ii. But now he addresses our responsibility.  And this is clear in vv12-14 where applying what he has begun to say here in v2 he says that we need to be doing this and not doing that.  
A. In essence then, what Paul wants us to see is that because we have this new ‘vertical’ position; this new ‘vertical’ relationship; this new standing in the eyes of God, that must affect the horizontal; the way we live.

iii. As we have seen in the opening chapters, mankind’s chief problem is sin.  We are born in the sin realm.  We inherit a sinful nature from Adam and we sin ourselves, constantly.  In 6:6, Paul describes this as being a slave to sin.  Well, becoming a Christian must mean that this changes.  Because of what we are in Christ, we can no longer do what we did before we were in Christ.  There must be a fundamental change in our relationship with sin; a decisive break with sin, which Paul describes here as “We died to sin.”  While we remain sinners, it must be in a different way than it was prior to coming to Christ.
A. Let me illustrate it in this way: Imagine that a person is a quadriplegic.  They have no feeling from the neck down.  They cannot sit or stand or walk.  They lie in a bed and watch TV all day.  But through the wonders of modern technology, the problem is fixed and they receive full use of their whole body.  Well, what would you expect of that person now?  Would you expect them to still lie in bed and watch TV all day?  No.  They are no longer a quadriplegic.  In effect, they have died to quadriplegia.  What they are has changed and this ought to affect what they do.    
1) Well look for a moment at 5:21.  At the start of the verse it describes a time when “sin reigned in death.”  We begin life, in effect, as sin-quadriplegics.  But at the end of the verse grace reigns.  Grace-surgery makes us new creatures!  So we can no longer think and talk and behave like we are sin-quadriplegics.  
Now, Paul knows that that in itself is not a sufficient explanation.  It doesn’t answer the how of this “died to sin” or the what does it mean.  So in vv3-5, he explains his answer.

1. Now, before we look at those verses, just turn back with me to Romans 1:21 for a moment.  There, as Paul describes the root problem of unbelief, he says, “Their thinking became futile.”  
a. It is clear then that right thinking is fundamental to the Christian life.  
i. If Adam’s realm, the realm of sin, is characterized by futile thinking, Christ’s realm is characterized by right thinking.  
b. Now, flip over to Romans 12:1-2 which is where Paul begins the duty or the how-to section of Romans.  And notice how he opens in v2, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  
i. Again then, we see how important right thinking is in Christianity.  Our duty towards Christ flows out of doctrine; out of knowledge.  It is what we know that leads to what we do.  
A. And we learned this in Sunday school: Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.  Jesus loves me!  He will stay close beside me all the way; Thou hast bled and died for me.  I will henceforth live for Thee.  
1) You see, because I know, I do. 

c. Well, turn back to Romans 6.  And look first at v3 – “Or don’t you know…?”  And then v6, “For we know…”  And then v9, “For we know…”  And that word “know” will be heard a fourth time in ch. 6, 4 times in ch. 7 and 3 times in ch. 8.  
i. And you have there the ‘nutshell’ reason why we sing hymns with content in worship, rather than repetitive choruses, why we have Sunday school classes and catechism classes and cadet and youth group studies and camps with studies and sermons with biblical substance, etc.  
A. Now, we don’t know as we should and we can know with an un-Christ-like, arrogant, attitude.  But right thinking is essential to the Christian life.     
2. And so, from v3, “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.”  Paul appeals to what he expects these Romans and indeed every believer to know – that when they were baptized into Christ, they died with Him.  
a. And Paul speaks of baptism because every person who comes to faith in Christ is baptized; it is the sign of being joined to Christ.  
b. And what is it especially about Jesus that must be believed in order to be saved?  That He died for the forgiveness of my sins.  
i. So, if you have been united with Christ, you have been joined to the death He died to sin.  That’s the ABC of Christianity.  
c. But that’s not the ‘whole alphabet’ is Paul’s point.   Jesus didn’t only die did He.  He rose again.  He came to life.  That’s the XYZ of Christianity.  
i. And so, if you are joined to Him, you too will rise and live.  
d. Now, most fully, this will not happen until the end of time.  That’s why Paul uses future language in these verses – v5, “We will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.”  But already, between the ABC and the XYZ, because of our union with Jesus, there is a resurrection principle that governs how we live.  Before Christ, our life was characterized by sin and death.  But now, in Christ, our life must be characterized by grace and life.
3. And what we have to note in this section of verses is what is at the core of the alphabet of the Christian life.  It is not your effort or your activity or your striving.  It is union with Christ.  
a. And congregation, if there is one thing you commit yourself to meditating on often and in depth, make it your union with Christ.  For union with Christ is not something you did or do but something God has done.  
i. See it in these verses: You have been “Baptized into Christ,” “Buried with Him,” “United with Him.”  
ii. If you believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, God has glued you to Christ with superglue.  
iii. And even that doesn’t quite capture what union with Christ means.  For you are not next to Christ but in Him.   Colossians 3:3, “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”  
iv. And the message of Romans, believer, is that that is your unchangeable position.  
A. Because God cannot change, if He has hidden you in Jesus Christ, you are and ever shall be in Jesus Christ.  You cannot fall out of Him.  And that is where this whole section of Romans will end up – Romans 8:39 – “Nothing [can] separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Now, even though we have the bulk of our verses still before us, because of what we have already established we can cover them fairly quickly.  And so, in vv6-11 we see that Paul explains his explanation about the answer.
1. And as we noted before, there are two more uses of the word “know” in these verses – v6, and v9.  And both times, Paul’s reasoning is you know God has done this and this is why God has done this.  In v6 it is, “For we know that our old self was crucified with Him.”  That’s the thing God did that we know.  And the why God did it is “so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--  because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”
a. We were, as we saw last week, in Adam’s realm; a realm governed by sin and death.  Our identity was in Adam.  But that was our old self.  As we have seen, by faith we have been brought into Christ’s realm; a realm governed by grace and life.  Our identity is now in Christ.  And this is because Jesus took that old self of ours; that old nature of ours, on Himself, as He was nailed to the tree.  And there our old self died as He died.      
2. So Paul moves on in verse 8, “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him.”  And again, this is so, as Paul continues in v9, “We know that since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over Him.  The death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God.”  
a. In terms of believers, Christ no longer has to give any time or thought to death and sin.  He has finished with that.  He has dealt with that.  He has conquered that.  It is now all about life.  
i. He does not sit there in heaven replaying His time on the cross over and over again.  He sits in heaven waiting for, longing for, joyfully anticipating the life He will share with you in the glories of heaven!  
b. And now comes the why?  The So what? of v11 - As Jesus is done with sin, believer, and lives to live, so you must count yourself dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
i. Remember that healed quadriplegic we spoke of earlier?  How silly it would be for him to sit on his bed pretending to be a quadriplegic!  You would say to him, “Don’t be a fool!  That is not what you are, any longer!”

And brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, as we come to vv12-14 and the application of Paul’s answer, that is exactly what the Spirit of God is saying to us in these verses.  If we are tempted for even a second to pretend that we are back in Adam’s realm as those who can’t help but sin or who are slaves to sin or who delight in sin, the Spirit says, “Don’t be a fool.  That is not what you are, any longer!”   
But He says it in these words, “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.”
1. How does LD 1 of the Heidelberg Catechism begin?  My only comfort in life and in death is that I am not my own but belong, body and soul, in life and in death, to my faithful saviour, Jesus Christ.  
a. Do you belong, body and soul, to Jesus?  Really?  Can you say, sincerely, that there has been in your life, a decisive break with sin?  It is one thing for sin to live in the believer, but it is quite another for the believer to live in sin.  Which is it with you?  Is sin in you or are you in sin?  Conversion to Christ destroys comfort with sin because the two are incompatible.   

i. And my friend, I cannot offer you false assurance here.  If you think you are converted but see now that you are living in sin, delighting in sin, a slave to sin, and that this has not really bothered you and that there has been no real desire in you to be done with sin, no real affection for Jesus Christ, then you need to come to Him in faith and repentance and be converted.

b. But these words come to those of us, also, who are believers.  

i. Your mind, your tongue, and your body belongs to Jesus Christ.  But if you fill your mind with Katy Perry and Brad Pitt and American Idol and Metallica and Youtube and One Direction and Shortland Street and Ironman and Call of Duty and tall dark handsome stranger novels and the Sigmund Freud… you will increasingly think like and talk like and behave like them and that stuff.

A. GIGO – Garbage in – Garbage out.
ii. Have you taken steps to guard your internet connection and make it as difficult as possible to be browsing where an in Christ person ought not to browse?  Computer in a public space?  Accountability or filtering software?

iii. And conversely, have you made it your business to find out how your computer/phone/tablet can be used to fill the mind with “whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy”?  
A. Have you bookmarked or subscribed to online sources of books/sermons/lectures/articles/blogs/videos, etc, that help you be transformed by the renewing of your mind?  
1) What a great question to ask the next believer you are speaking to: Can you recommend to me some good websites for Christian material?
iv. And yes, we can sometimes sin with our tongues as we lie or gossip or call names.  But we can use them also to read scripture out loud or to recite the scriptures we have memorized.  We can use them when we get our hymnbooks out after dinner and sing hymns together.  We can use them to call someone and tell them we are praying for their recovery from surgery or thankful for their advice or help.
v. And just as our feet can bring us into the TAB store or the pub, so they can bring us to church and Bible study and prayer meetings and the home of old Mrs so and so who needs her lawn mowed.
Now congregation, there is more that needs to be on this subject.  And we will get there, God willing, as we continue on.  But do you see the key points in these verses?  Martin Lloyd Jones puts it like this.  There are two fields with high stone walls around them.  One is Adam’s realm – the realm of sin.  But God has picked you up from that field and placed you in the field of Jesus – the realm of grace and life.   That is where you are and that is where you belong.  By God’s grace, you have union with Christ.  But you can still hear Satan calling you from the old field.  You must put your hands over your ears.  And you must, in those moments, listen even harder to the voice of Jesus.  And you must tell yourself, “I don’t belong there any more.  I belong with Jesus.  What a fool I would be to listen to that liar.”  Amen.
